PARISH PASTORAL DEVELOPMENT GROUP

To empower the people of St Alban’s to recognise And develop our needs and the needs of the 

wider community in a spirit of Love.

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 23rd January 2008
Chair:  Fr David Long
Present:  Dave Morris; Frankie Moor; Jo Woolf; Suzanne Fenna; Pat Duprey; Ron Keill & Angela Stevenson.

Apologies:  Barry McDonald; Graham Sale & John O’Dell;
The meeting opened with a prayer at 7.30 p.m. led by Frankie Moor.

The minutes were accepted as read and the following matters arose:
· The Finance group is almost formed.  Fr David still wanting to recruit one more person.  The group will be responsible for Premises also and they will have their first meeting shortly when they will establish the priorities for the coming year.
· Fr David had received a draft questionnaire from Joe Corkhill, to be put to parishioners to establish needs of disabled etc.  Fr David felt questionnaire needed modifying and is waiting to hear again from Joe.
· It was noted that the Welcome area at the back of Church is taking shape.  The welcome group has/is doing a good job and a vote of thanks given to those involved.  Fr David informed the PPDG that the Community Police Officer had called at the presbytery asking if there was anything in place to reach out to the Poles now living in the area.  Fr David told the Officer the difficulty in identifying these individuals, it is thought some may attend the Polish Mass in Liverpool.  Parish willing to offer Parish Centre as a meeting place for these people and the parish and the CPO will look to ways we can reach out practically to this community.
· The Housebound Christmas dinner was a great success and a big thank you was given to those who organised and provided it.
· Social Committee now formed but not yet met.  Will do so towards the end of February.

PPDG Membership:  The PPDG has now been in operation for two years.  At the outset it was agreed that after two years half of committee will come off and a new half to be elected by the parish.  The group was established to share the overall, pastoral leadership with the Parish Priest.   Over the last two years much has been achieved: the Mission; the Friday Holy Hour which started monthly and is now weekly; The Welcome group was formed; other groups have been re-established and there has been positive outreach - e.g. Housebound Mass and Christmas Meal.  There have been Parish retreats and the Ecumenical Flower Festival.  These events have drawn other parishioners in and can be built on.  
The PPDG will be able to be more focussed once the Finance & Premises group and the Social Committee are up and running.

Members stepping down are: Jo Woolf; Frankie Moor; Suzanne Fenna; Ron Keill; Pat Duprey and Graham Sale.  The existing committee will continue to meet for February and March until the new members have had their formation sessions.

Fr David gave thanks to those stepping down for all the work and input they have given to the group over the last two years.

St Alban’s Feast Day -  The suggestion for this year’s celebration is a theme of the ‘History of Christianity in Wallasey’.  It is hoped again to involve other parishes in our LPA and the other churches in the Wallasey Churches Together area.  Also to involve our primary school, supporting the curriculum.  A ‘Faith Festival’ is already being advertised for St Thomas’ in Seaview Road, which is tied in with Liverpool’s Capital of Culture.  More information and thinking time on this.
Local Pastoral Area:  The LPA is still in the early stages but the group met in December with lots of good ideas for reaching out to the young people of our area and exploring ways to gather youngsters together.  An Emmaus group is already established in the 6th form of St Mary’s College and it is hoped to build on this.

There is to be an LPA pilgrimage to Italy in April/May this year; Parish retreats at St Alban’s, St Joseph’s and English Martyrs.  All events to be advertised across the area.  An LPA group of over forty people are already booked for the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
Confirmation this year will take place as an LPA celebration at St Mary’s College – each parish will prepare their own youngsters but all youngsters preparing for confirmation will come together to jointly launch the programme.
It is hoped to build up the post-confirmation group with the existing Emmaus group and maybe re-offer the Sacrament of Confirmation to 6th formers.  Their preparation could be done separately although Confirmation would be together with the LPA.

LPA looking into working together for a Baptismal programme.  St Joseph’s wish to do their own programme but St Alban’s, English Martyrs, St Peter& Paul’s and Our Lady of Lourdes will work together.

Car Pool:  A parishioner has requested a car pool be set up for taking people to and from Mass.  People already doing this but a list would be useful with a contact number available for all.  Dave Morris is to speak with Marilyn Nicholson about the possibility of the SVP being leaders on this.
Officers for Next Meeting:  Dave Morris is to choose the opening prayer for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday, 20th February at 7.30 p.m. in the presbytery.  Angela Stevenson will be in the Chair and Frankie Moor minutes secretary.
The meeting closed with a prayer at 8.20 p.m.

